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“Child Protection in Wars: A Comparative Study between International
Law and Islamic Sharia”

Prepared by:
Asiah Abdul Rahman Al-Shahri

Abstract:

Child protection, particularly during times of war, remains a critical concern for societies, as children are among the most
vulnerable to the ravages of conflict. This research explores child protection under international law and Islamic law,
highlighting key developments in both frameworks. It examines the nature of this protection and its historical roots in each
system, focusing on the differences between international and Islamic approaches, particularly in wartime. The study raises
key questions about the origins of concern for children’s rights and the contributions of legal scholars in both positive law
and Islamic jurisprudence. The significance of this research lies in comparing international protections for children with
those provided by Islamic law, emphasizing the contributions of Muslim jurists. Methodologically, the study employs
analytical, comparative, and historical approaches to trace the evolution of child protection.

The research concludes with several findings, including the precedence of Islamic law in child protection, the contributions
of Muslim scholars to enriching the field of international law, the gradual development of international law in defining the
child and stipulating their protection, and the role of thinkers in these developments. The research concludes with the
following recommendations: the importance of expanding legal research to cover the principles and rules of Islamic law that
preceded this protection and other areas of international law, and the need for the United Nations to reinforce the mandatory
nature of child protection and address potential future challenges to this protection.

Keywords: Child protection, International law, Islamic law, Children's rights, war.
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